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William Howard Taft
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Major: Proqressive Fra President

Minor: Law
Cumulative GPA: .04 (AcaJemic Proha{ion)

COURSE TITLE

proféi:ﬁnq Social Wellare D- | Talt demonstrated little apfi{ucle in the area of conservation. His appointee for
Secre{ary of the Interior, Richard Ba“inqer, cleariy sided with business interests.
He removec! ' mi"ion acres 01( !anJ Irom the reserveJ fist and clear'y fai'ed to

comprehend the importance of conserving the nation's natural resources. Taft is

not responsible for any significant social welfare reforms.

Creaiinq Economic Relorm B | This is the one area where Taft did take some significant action. /Q\Mmuqll
passed after Taft left office, he was instrumental in passing the 16' Amendment

(‘edera‘ income {ax). He also initiated 90 anti-trust law suits (fwice the number
of the so-called “trust buster” TR) and expanded the 1CC’s jusisdiction to include
. {elephones, feleqrap‘\s, and radio. However, his support for the Payne-AHric‘r
Tariff preven{ed him from earning an A in this course. This bill only served to

raise tariffs and Lene‘if 'arqe Lusiness owners.

Ctea{ing Political Reform D | Talts support for poliiical boss josep!l Cannon earns him low marks in this course.

Cannon {requenﬂy Hocl(ecl or slowed Proqtessive measures in Congress.

P romoting Moral lnc No courseworlg submitted.
lmprovemen{ ‘
Fos{erinq Euicieﬁcy D+ Appoinlinq Richard Ba"inger as the Secreiéry of the Interior was a major blunder.

His predecessor (Gi”onj Pinc‘tol) was much better suited to the jo[s. He does
demonstrate e”iciency in que:l matters as evidenced by the 90 anti-trust suits.

Women's Issues Taft is {irm'y opposec’ to women's su”raqe.

Taft was unwiﬂinq to enforce the Civil War Amendments and African-Americans

continue to face segregalion, disenfranchisement, lynchinq, and other injustices.

|

A{rican American Issues

He pul)licly asserts that whites are a superior race.

COMMENTS:

Overall, Taft must be considered a failure as a P rogressive president. He is obviously much too conservative to
pursue any siqni{ican{ P rogressive reforms. Talt often spent too much time ponclerinq proHems and not enouql‘o time
{akinq any significant action. Major blunders such as the P ayne—AHricll Taniff, appointing Ba"inger as Secrefary of
the Interior, and supporting Joseph Cannon ulﬁma{ely contributed to Aeep divisions in the Repuuican Par!y. Under
Tabt's 'eaJership, the division in the party clearly cost Repu“icans the presic’ency in the 1912 Election. M:. Taft

would be better suited to a career in law rather than poli{ics.



